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April 28, 2016 

Obsession With Secrecy Causes Transport Canada To 
Hide Data On Most Dangerous Railway Crossings 

There are reasons why matters of national security need to be kept secret that everyone 
understands. However the obsession with secrecy goes beyond reason when issues of 
public safety car kept from the public's eye for unknown, seemingly bazaar reasons. 

CBC News has touched on this issue with respect to their publicity that Transport 
Canada has maintained a database, that it holds secret, of the most dangerous railway 
crossings in Canada. One would think that a government agency that is paid by public 
tax dollars and is responsible for the public's transportation safety should be obliged to 
release information about the dangerous conditions that exist at railway crossings. 
Transport Canada is the agency that publicizes a number of safety initiatives such as 
wearing seat belts and recalling defective motor vehicles so that the public will be safe. 
So how could anyone spin their head around the fact that a similarly dangerous issue, 
unsafe railway crossings, is neither discussed nor are any of those locations divulged, 
even if someone specifically asked for that information. 

This issue is not just isolated to Transport Canada and the railways. What the CBC has 
failed to emphasize is that similar actions exist throughout Canada's highways and 
roadways. Every government agency, whether federal, provincial or municipal has a 
monetary stake in the publicity of dangerous transportation infrastructure and this is 
detrimental to the average citizen. Every such government agency is in jeopardy of being 
sued for the existence of inadequate or dangerous infrastructure. 

So why would it seem surprising if information about these conditions would be held 
secret? Until there is an independent agency in existence that does not have a conflict of 
interest, but truly represents the transportation safety interests of Canadians, this type 
of cat and mouse game will inevitably continue. 

 

 

 



April 26, 2016 

City of London Ontario Embarks on a Confused 
Mission to Reduce Speed Limits in School Zones 

 
Children need a better safety plan than the one proposed by City of London administrative 

staff which proposed a reduction is speed limits at schools zones. 

Thousands of dollars are proposed to be spent on signs and flashing beacons near school 
zones in the City of London Ontario because a report prepared by its administrative staff 
claimed that a reduction in speed limits from 50 km/h to 40 or even 30 km/h is needed 
to keep children safe. 

The confusion in the staff report claims that research indicates that the faster a vehicle is 
travelling the more serious are the injuries to struck children. While, in an indirect way, 
the research indicates something similar, it does not say what the administrative staff 
claims that it does and so the confusion and wasted costs that will likely not produce 
what is needed. 

The research indicates that the severity of the impact is what injuries children, not 
necessarily the actual speed of the vehicle. While it may appear to be the same thing it is 
not. The severity is the "change-in-velocity" or the acceleration imposed on the child by 
the impact. Thus a vehicle travelling 50 or 30 km/h could create a collision severity that 
is equal depending on the specifics of how the impact occurs. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/22-2.jpg


The authors of the report appear not to understand that the crucial matter is what 
avoidance opportunities are provided to the motor vehicle driver and child rather than 
the actual, initial speed of the motor vehicle. If the environment is such that those 
avoidance opportunities are lacking there will be significant collisions regardless of the 
posted speed. 

It is also a matter of exposure to harm and that involves examining each site individually 
to identify locations or scenarios that could produce those significant collisions. As the 
various panels of experts have little background in collision reconstruction it is doubtful 
that any meaningful analysis will be carried out. 

The best that can be said is that the City of London may end up looking at a large 
number of new and pretty signs and beacons, perhaps to beautify the neighbourhood, 
but nothing to concretely change the safety of its children. 

April 23, 2016 

Fatality of Jeep Driver on Belmont Drive, South-East 
of London Ontario 

 It is helpful that recently the Ontario Provincial Police have been releasing single 

photos of vehicles at their final rest positions and this enables us to post them on this 

website. For example, below is a photo of the fatal collision that occurred on Belmont 

Drive (Highway 74) just south-east of London, Ontario, on Friday, April 22, 2016. 

 
Curtesy of the Ontario Provincial Police we can post this on-site photo where-in the driver of 

a Jeep (seen here on its side) sustained fatal injuries. 

The description of the events as (apparently) reported by the OPP does not provide a 
logical explanation of how this collision occurred. For example the large truck seen in 
the background of the above photo had reportedly turned right from York Line 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Picture1-2.jpg


(controlled by a stop sign) onto Belmont Drive. York Line is not visible in the above 
photo but it is located just to the right of the edge of the photo. The sign shown on the 
left portion of the photo is the typical "checkerboard" warning sign posted at a T-
intersection. Thus this sign is positioned in the centre, and facing, of York Line. So this 
gives some context to what the photo is showing. In the above photo we are looking 
north-east and the camera operator is positioned south-west of the vehicles. 

Now, the explanation is that the Jeep was northbound on Belmont Drive, or travelling 
essentially from the right to the left in the above photo. The official explanation stated: 

"A northbound jeep tried to avoid colliding with the transport by swerving into the 
southbound lane. A southbound vehicle avoided the jeep which had clipped the 
transport, however a second southbound vehicle collided with the jeep." 

In another explanation the wording was as follows: 

"Police said a Jeep collided with a tractor-trailer, then rolled into the path of an 
oncoming pick-up truck." 

The problem with these explanations is that there does not appear to be enough distance 
for the Jeep to swerve, impact the tractor-trailer, avoid being struck by a southbound 
vehicle and then collide with a second southbound vehicle. 

The Jeep had to make contact with the truck before the other events occurred. Note the 
wording that the Jeep "clipped the transport". But in making its right turn the 
"transport" would not be located south of the centre-line of Yorke Line except for a 
(possible) minimal degree in attempting to round the corner. So the impact with the 
Jeep and transport had to occur north of the centre of York Line. Yet when we examined 
the collision site on the afternoon of April 23, 2016, we observed the scrapes and gouges 
in the pavement of the southbound lane of Belmont Drive where the Jeep and 
southbound vehicle collided and this location appeared to be too far south to enable the 
Jeep to perform the claimed motions. 

The photo below shows the scrapes and gougers located at the west edge line of the 
southbound lane of Belmont Drive, just north of the final rest positions of the Jeep and 
unidentified southbound vehicle. 



 
View of scrapes and gouges in the southbound lane of Belmont Drive from the impact of the 

Jeep and the unidentified southbound vehicle. 

The photo below shows a wider view of that area. 

 
View, looking east, at the gouges in the southbound lane just north of the vehicle final rest 

positions. 
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We then rotate to face south and the photo below shows the same gouges in the 
foreground while the checkerboard sign is in the background. 

 
View, looking south in the southbound lane showing the gouges in the foreground and the 

final rest positions of the vehicles in the background (at the checkerboard sign). 

The photo below is a view looking east and here we can see the same gouges in relation 
to the intersecting road (Yorke Line) from which the truck was supposed to have pulled 
out from the stop sign. Note the short distance that the gouges are located north of that 
intersecting road. 
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View, looking east, toward Yorke Line with the gouges shown in the foreground. 

To give some context to the above photos, the photo below shows a wider view of the 
intersection, looking in a southerly direction. The skid marks in the photo were 
produced by police during their testing after the collision. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/210.jpg


 
View, looking south, along Belmont Drive toward the T-intersection with Yorke Line. The 

skid marks in the southbound lane were produced by police after the collision. 

The explanation for how this collision took place does not, at first glance, appear to be 
consistent with the available evidence. Again, we have not had an opportunity to 
examine the vehicles or review any driver or witness statements and such evidence 
would need to be reviewed to obtain a better idea of what actually took place. 
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April 21, 2016 

No Obvious Reason For Life-Threatening Injuries at 
Highway 402 and Westbound Christina Street On-
Ramp in Sarnia 

 
With no obvious structural intrusion into the occupant space the reason why an occupant of 

this vehicle sustained "life-threatening" injuries needs to be questioned. 
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The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) released the above photo of vehicle wherein an 
occupant sustained "life-threatening" injuries. This location is on the westbound on 
ramp from Christina Street onto Highway 402 in Sarnia. The collision occurred 
sometime on April 21, 2016 as the time has not yet been released. The collision involved 
just the single vehicle thus it is questionable how the event occurred. There was some 
moderate crush to the front end of the vehicle but not to the degree that it should result 
in forces that could not be controlled by the air bag which had obviously deployed. As 
typical, insufficient photographic documentation is provided to be able to explain what 
happened. More information may follow... 

April 16, 2016 

Death of BMW driver on Vanneck Road Near 
London, Ontario Was Preventable in Many Ways 

 
This photo released by the Middlesex County OPP shows the BMW that came to rest at the 

bottom of a steep embankment of Vanneck Road. 
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At approximately 0630 hours on Thursday, April 14, 2016, a BMW operated by Braden 
Smithson, 25, of London, Ontario, was travelling southwest along Vanneck Road, on the 
western outskirts of London. The vehicle came around a left curve where the driver 
experienced an unknown difficulty resulting in the loss of control. Based on the 
remaining physical evidence, the vehicle subsequently entered into a counter-clockwise 
rotation and travelled toward the outside of the curve at an upslope to a bridge. The 
vehicle struck the end of a guardrail and fell over the steep embankment shown in the 
OPP photo above. 

Our attendance at the accident site on April 16th, 2016 placed us at a typical 
disadvantage in comparison the police investigation. Obviously the BMW was no longer 
available to be examined and some of the physical evidence would have deteriorated. 
The additional difficulty is that our examination occurred on a sunny day and such 
conditions tend to "whitewash" any faint tire marks so that they become more difficult 
to detect. Despite these limitations several key facts remained. 

The photo below shows a view of the site at the time of our examination. This view looks 
southwest so this is the direction that the BMW was travelling as it approached the left 
curve and the up-grade to the bridge. 

 
View, looking south-west, along Vanneck Road, at the left curve where the BMW went out of 

control. 
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As is typical in early spring, the right shoulder contained a moderate edge drop off and 
the removal of the gravel from the asphalt edge was consistent with the right side wheels 
of vehicles straying off the pavement. The two photos below show the condition of the 
right pavement edge through the curve. 

 
View of the left curve of Vanneck Road. The slight dark shadow at the right edge of the 

pavement signifies the presence of an edge drop-off. 
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A view of the edge drop-off on the right edge of the pavement. The BMW struck the end of 

the guardrail on the opposite site of the road in the background. 

Although there was no direct evidence relating the BMW's travel onto this edge drop-off 
it remains a possibility  due to this being a common event in many loss-of-control 
collisions. 

Because of the previously noted confounds, the first evidence of visible tire marks was 
not noted until just past the sewer grate shown in the photo below. 
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The loss-of-control "yaw" marks became visible just past the location of the sewer grate at the 

right edge of the lane. 

The photo below shows the area of the deteriorated pavement where the tire marks of 
the BMW first became visible. The first mark could be seen over top of the white, edge 
line. 
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Although difficult to detect, the first tire mark evidence was visible just on the white edge 

line, just past the sewer grate. This tire mark was in the form of a "yaw" mark. 

In the two photos below we approach closer to the faint dark mark on the white line 
which came from the right side tires of the BMW. 
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Closer view of the white edge line where the first evidence of the tire mark became visible. 
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The faint evidence of "striations" within the dark markings of the tire mark indicate that the 

tire is rolling and sliding sideways and this is a typical indication of a "yawing" (rotating) 
vehicle. 
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Just past the point where the tire marks became visible the yaw marks soon became quite 

obvious as they curved toward the end of the damaged guardrail in the background. 

The photo above shows the yaw marks as they curve away from the right road edge, 
toward the opposite side of the road and toward the guardrail that was struck in the 
background. 

Unfortunately, as the BMW travelled toward the opposite side of the road its path was 
not redirected away from the steep embankment as the vehicle struck the end of the rail, 
as shown below. 
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Because the guardrail was not long enough the BMW struck the end which simply gave way 

and allowed the vehicle to roll over the steep embankment. 

So here is the problem: engineers should have considered where it is likely that a loss-
of-control vehicle would travel if it came off the curve as this is a common scenario. 
They should have realized that the guardrail was too short and that a vehicle passing 
through this location would tumble down a significant drop in the embankment. As 
shown in the photo below the drop in the embankment was significant and the guardrail 
was unable to prevent the vehicle from passing through it because it was too short. 
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Viewed from the base of the embankment the drop was significant such that consideration 

should have been given to lengthen the guardrail. 

The further tragedy is that the BMW was likely travelling very slowly once it left its 
impact with the guardrail. As shown the photo below, the vehicle's final rest position is 
noted by the concentration of the fractured glass shown at the bottom right of the photo. 
The steep slope of the embankment would increase the vehicle's speed meaning that, 
just prior to moving down the slope, it would be travelling slower. 
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Note the location of the vehicle's final rest position as defined by the concentration of 

fractured glass. Its short travel distance indicates its low speed. 

This fact means that it should have been possible to prevent the vehicle's travel over the 
embankment if there was a "slight improvement" in the strength of the guardrail 
barrier. 

The fatal consequences are also a tragedy because the BMW was travelling so slowly 
near the location where it rolled over. We have not examined the vehicle and there is a 
possibility that there was intrusion of the roof into the driver's space. However, given 
the likely low speed of the rollover, the possibility of extensive roof intrusion is less 
likely. Thus if the driver was safely within the occupant compartment at the time of the 
rollover he should have been relatively safe with a high likelihood that he would sustain 
only minor injuries. 

Often lack of seat-belt use is determined as a likely cause it situations like these yet, in 
many instances, police investigators do not know what they are looking at in terms of 
the physical evidence and they simply draw the wrong conclusions. 

So why did the death occur? Such questions need to be answered in spite of the 
inconvenience imposed on the grieving family and friends of the deceased. Such 
discussion can lead to greater awareness and the potential of preventing a future tragedy 
that may not need to occur. 
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April 12, 2016  

Ontario's Minimum Maintenance Standards (MMS) 
and Pavement Edge Drop-Off 

 
Why does the law in Ontario allow that this edge drop-off of over 4 inches does not need 

maintenance as defined by the Ontario Minimum Maintenance Standards (MMS)? 

Gorski Consulting continues to express concern regarding the unreasonable thresholds 
set in Ontario's Minimum Maintenance Standards (MMS) for maintenance of roadway 
edge drop-offs. In an article uploaded to the Gorski Consulting website in September, 
2012, we provided an example of how large edge drop-offs did not meet the threshold 
even though, historically, such conditions would have required maintenance before the 
MMS were brought into law. 

As a furtherance on this point, another article has been uploaded, which provides 
another example of deep edge drop-offs that should require maintenance but also do not 
meet the MMS threshold. The article can be viewed on the Articles page of this Gorski 
Consulting website. 
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Captain Anthony Snieder - The Makings of a True 
Military Hero 

The following may seem unrelated to motor vehicle reconstruction but we believe it is 
not, as we will explain shortly. 

Since 9/11 there has been a marked swing toward praising persons in uniform as heroes. 
Amongst those however are the heroic efforts of persons who stand up for what is right, 
beyond the battlefield. Captain Anthony Snieder is such a hero for his bravery in 
exposing a deadly action that led to the deaths of 3 military personnel in a helicopter 
crash in Afghanistan in 2012. 

According to a CBC article published on April 12,  2016, the pilot of the Canadian 
Griffon Helicopter was blamed for the crash and the details of the incident were not 
revealed. Subsequently the CBC obtained a less redacted reports of the "board of 
inquiry" and the "flight safety investigation report". Those details indicated that the pilot 
was sent to Afghanistan without the essential training required to deal with "dust ball" 
conditions. More importantly, as discovered by Captain Snieder, a Royal Canadian Air 
Force flight instructor, the maximum limits for payload that the Griffon was allowed to 
carry were changed due to the perceived needs of the helicopter in the military mission. 
As described in the CBC article: 

"The original weight limit for the Griffon helicopter in Afghanistan was between 
10,300 and 10,700 pounds. But senior officials thought the weight cap would limit 
operations. So they changed the flight manual." 

As noted by the CBC: 

"As a result of voicing his concerns, Snieder said, he was reassigned to an office 
position and publicly discredited. He filed a harassment claim with the military, but it 
was dismissed. At that time Snieder asked to be released from the military. Snieder has 
since applied to Federal Court for a judicial review of the dismissal of his harassment 
claim. Amid his court battle, Snieder contacted the military police." 

If the facts hold out to be true they illustrate the difficulties that Captain Snieder placed 
upon himself to protect future occupants of Griffon helicopters which are apparently 
still in service. Alternatively it also illustrates the power placed in the hands of 
administrators who can make such decisions that lead to the deaths of innocent persons 
while their actions are kept secret. If not for the heroism of Captain Snieder the 
apparent dangerous payload change might never have been brought to the public's 
attention. Yet Captain Snieder paid a high personal price for his brave actions. 

While this story may appear to be unrelated to motor vehicle collision reconstruction it 
has a resemblance to actions that can take place in detecting motor vehicle defects. As 



demonstrated in the recent infamous General Motors ignition switch defect, actions of a 
few individuals remained secretly hidden for a number of years and hundreds of deaths 
occurred before an investigator, totally unrelated to any official agency, discovered the 
flaw and the rest is history. It demonstrates the senseless difficulties our society places 
on exposing safety related problems that could prevent the deaths of many innocent 
citizens. Whether it is a crash of a military helicopter or the crashes of numerous motor 
vehicles, the exposure of potential safety problems has to be our communal 
commitment and not reliant on the heroism of a chosen few. 

April 5, 2016 

RCMP Officer Killed In Langford, British 
Columbia 

Information is still very limited however the circumstances by which a female RCMP 
officer sustained fatal injuries in a collision earlier this morning lead one to wonder. The 
intersection shown in news media photos appears to be a built up, urban area with 
typical speed limits of 50 km/h. The crush shown to the driver's side of the police cruiser 
would suggest an impact speed by the high-suspension pick-up truck of at least that 
speed. Assuming the officer was in her vehicle there could have been some protection 
provided by side curtain air bags, if the cruiser was so equipped. However the extent of 
crush is substantial and would not be surprising if leading to the noted fatal injuries. 

Given the vehicle rest positions it is likely that the cruiser was either stopped or 
travelling very slowly at impact. It was reported that the collision occurred at 
approximately 0330 hours local time thus darkness would be an issue. Yet this should 
have been a well-lit area. It is questionable therefore why the pick-up driver struck the 
cruiser at this high speed when, in most cases, some pre-impact braking should have 
been expected. 

More details are expected to be released in a news release shortly... 

UPDATE: April 5, 2016, 1715 Hours 

Some additional information has been released which, as usual, changes the scenario. 

It would now appear that the vehicles would have rotated during post-impact travel. The 
pick-up would have rotated almost 180 degrees while the cruiser rotated slightly less. 
This changes the facts substantially because both vehicles would have changed their pre-
impact travel directions by the impact and this would suggest that the cruiser was also 
moving forward at "higher than slow speed". 



Our concern about the lack of pre-impact braking on the part of the pick-up driver is 
now lessened as we have examined the site on Google Maps. If the pick-up was 
southbound on Peatt Road then, on approach to the intersection with Goldstream 
Avenue, there would be a limited line of sight of the police cruiser that would have been 
eastbound on Goldstream. This could explain the lack of reaction on the part of the pick-
up driver as there would be limited opportunity to take action. Again, if the roadways 
were wet, as shown in the site photos, any evidence of braking would be invisible as skid 
marks are generally not visible on a wet pavement. 

These comments have nothing to do with liability of the pick-up driver as many factors 
still have to be considered. The most important being, who passed through the red 
traffic signal, unless that had malfunctioned. There is the obvious issue whether there 
was any indication that the pick-up driver's abilities were impaired. Was the police 
cruiser responding to an emergency situation and were emergency lights/siren 
activated? None of these important facts are known at this time. 

The Crown Victoria police cruiser should be equipped with an event data recorder 
("black box") which should provide substantial clarification. The identity and unknown 
age of the pick-up truck leaves some question regarding what data may be available if it 
was equipped with an EDR. 

Again these are early moments in the tragedy and more clarification should be 
forthcoming. 

UPDATE: April 7, 2016; 1625 Hours 

Not unexpectedly, the case involving the fatal collision of a female RCMP officer in 
Langford B.C. has become more confusing. The driver of the pick-up truck that struck 
the police cruiser had reportedly been held in "custody" and a criminal investigation was 
commenced. This would imply that there was some reason to suspect his guilt. 

A witness, Jordan Coons, was also revealed and there was a video that was videotaped 
showing his responses to a reporter's questions. Mr. Coons explained that he saw the 
pick-up truck speeding toward the intersection and that he travelled through the red 
traffic signal and collided with the cruiser which was travelling through the intersection 
on a green light. Thus it would seem that this was the reason for taking custody of the 
pick-up truck driver and commencing the criminal investigation. 

Yet, the latest news reports indicate that the pick-up driver has been released without 
any charges. No explanation was given by either police or official news media. It is as if 
the witness never existed, or the "custody" never occurred, or the criminal investigation 
was never commenced. We would think that the public would be owed an explanation. 

 



April 2, 2016 

Welcome, All You Southerners, To Canada In 
Springtime 

 
To all our great friends to the south who took an early outing to visit our Canadian 

wilderness, we extend a frozen hand and suggest you come back later when there is less 
chance you will hit a snowbank! 

Yes, April showers bring May flowers. But on occasion in Canada April snow storms may 
bring out a snow plow or tow truck. This happened to be the occasion on April 2, 2016 as 
snow began to fall along Highway 402 as shown in the above photo just west of London, 
Ontario. April 3rd is forecast to bring 15 centimetres of snow to the area. So if you don't 
like the weather, stick around, it will only get worse! 

 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2127.jpg


Fatal Tree Impact on Churchill Line East of 
Sarnia, Ontario 

 
Yaw marks on the north shoulder of Churchill Line indicate how a westbound vehicle rotated 
counter-clockwise and crossed onto the south roadside. The vehicle then struck a tree in the 

background. 

Little information was provided with respect to a fatal collision that occurred on 
Churchill Line, just east of Mandaumin Road in Lambton County at approximately 1400 
hours on Friday, April 1, 2016. As shown in the above photo, a westbound vehicle 
strayed onto the north shoulder of Churchill Line where it entered into a counter-
clockwise rotation. The vehicle then crossed the road and slid onto the south roadside, 
as shown in the photos below. 
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View of the south side of Churchill Line after the westbound vehicle crossed the road. Tire 

marks show that the vehicle struck a tree in the background. 
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View of the gouges in the lawn a residence located on the south side of Churchill Line where 

the westbound vehicle slid into a tree. 
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View looking back, eastward in the direction from which the vehicle came. 

A way of extrapolating to where the vehicle left the roadway is to use the zoom function 
on a camera lens to shrink the length of the yaw marks as shown in the eastward view 
below. 
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Zoomed in view of the yaw marks on the north side so that their shrunk length can be used to 

extrapolate the location where the vehicle left the road surface. 

In the above photo we see the tire marks can be extended to a patch in the north portion 
of the westbound lane of Churchill Line. This may not be the precise location where the 
driver may have entered into difficulties as the source of such problems can involve 
several yawing motions before tire marks become visible. However it is another tool in 
the tool box of collision reconstructionists. 
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Ontario's Special Investigations Unit A Reflection 
of Society's Obsession With Secrecy 

 
Secrecy in the investigations of police actions by Ontario's Special Investigations Unit can be 

the problem rather than the actions of police who are investigated. 

It required a comment by Toronto's Mayor, John Tory, before the main stream media 
would reveal the obvious regarding secrecy in police matters. Mayor Tory revealed that, 
even though he is a member of the Toronto Police Services Board he is not allowed to 
obtain further information from the SIU about their investigations. Mayor Tory then 
made the comment "There's not enough transparency now and I think as a result people 
misunderstand what goes or what they think goes on". These comments entered the 
mainstream news media because of the Black Lives Matter movement that has been 
demonstrating with sit-ins at the Toronto police headquarters. 

Similar concerns exist with incidents involving police where injuries and deaths occur in 
motor vehicle accidents. When the SIU are involved information with respect to the 
background of the investigators, how the investigation was conducted, and how the 
conclusions were reached is basically non-existent. Yet, the SIU system was developed 
in response to the problems with secrecy when police conducted investigations of their 
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own actions. The unresolved question is whether the problem is with which agency 
conducts the investigation, or whether the primary problem is the secrecy itself. 

This would have been fully transparent to Ontario's Attorney General's office which 
continues to be a culprit in so many problems related to its field of authority. A healthy 
and stable society cannot exist in this culture where the public mistrusts what is taking 
place. Until the SIU becomes reasonably transparent there will be no peace in the black 
community, nor in any community which has a basic right to be assured that its police 
are held accountable for their actions. It is the secrecy itself that can be the propellant of 
mistrust in instances that may otherwise be totally explainable and understood. 
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